May 14, 2006
Dear Elijah,

Today is Mother’s Day 2006. As a part of today’s worship service, your parents brought you before the congregation of Celebration Church in Ypsilanti for a time of commitment and dedication. The entire congregation prayed for you today. It was a special service for your parents and our church. 
As pastor, I reminded your parents of their high responsibility to provide a Christian environment for you. It was our church’s prayer that with their commitment and our unison prayer that the Spirit of God would lead you one day to accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Savior.

Your parents have made most of the important decisions for you until now. I know they have tried to lovingly make the right ones, but one decision only you can make. The Bible teaches us clearly that no one, not even your parents, can make this decision for you.

The Bible states that we are all sinners (see Romans 3:23) and that sin separates us from God and destroys us (see Romans 6:23). No matter what we do, our sin stands in the way of eternal life and peace with God.

The Bible tells us that we must trust what Jesus did on the cross will remove sin’s curse from our lives (see Ephesians 2:8-9). Admitting to Jesus in prayer that you know you have sinned and are sorry for your sins is the first step toward God’s salvation.

If you believe what God says about your sin, Jesus’ death on the cross, and His resurrection, you should ask Him to save you (see Romans 10:9-10, 13). Thank Him for saving you and thank your parents for their prayers.

If you have already made this wonderful decision to trust Jesus as your Savior, we rejoice. If not, our prayer remains that you will ask Jesus into your life soon.

In Christ’s Love,

Bobby Gilstrap

Pastor

