Doctrinal Examination
NOTE to the Ordination Candidate: Please complete the following Ordination Council Doctrinal Examination pre-questionnaire to the best of your ability. More detail is better than less detail. This questionnaire is drawn from the Southern Baptist Convention’s Baptist Faith & Message. You are encouraged to consult this document, but please do not just repeat what is printed. What the council is seeking to hear from the candidate is how the candidate has “processed” these doctrines personally. If you need clarification on any question, please contact the convener of your Ordaining Council. This completed questionnaire will be provided to all participants of the Ordination Council. 

Candidate’s Name:       
Date Submitted:      
I. The Scriptures

a. How were they written?      
b. Record of what?      
c. Who is the author?      
d. What is its’ end?      
e. What is its’ matter?      
II. God 

a. Please describe His person.      
b. Please describe His characteristic.      
c. Please tell about how He reveals Himself to us

1. As Father -      
2. As Son -      
3. As Holy Spirit -      
III. Man

a. If man was created in the image of God, innocent of sin, state briefly how he fell from that state.      
b. How can man be brought into God’s Holy fellowship and enabled to fulfill the creative purpose of God.      
IV. Salvation 

a. To whom and how does God offer salvation?      
b. Define regeneration -      
c. Describe repentance and faith -      
d. Define justification -      
e. Define sanctification -       

f. Define glorification -      
V. God’s Purpose of Grace

a. What is a mark of a true believer? 
b. Can a believer fall from grace? 
c. Can a believer fall into sin? 
· How? 
d. What can be expected? 
e. How are believers kept?      
f. Give scriptural support -      
VI. The Church 

a. Define “Church” - 
b. State it’s purpose - 
c. How is it governed? 
VII. Baptism and the Lord’s Supper 

a. Give the significance of baptism - 
b. Give the significance of the Lord’s Supper - 
VIII. The Lord’s Day

a. On what day is it? 
b. How is it commemorated? 
IX. The Kingdom

a. Define the kingdom of God - 
X. Last Things 

a. State your understanding of the doctrine of Last Things. 
b. Do you agree? 
XI. Evangelism and Missions

a. Whose duty and privilege is it to make disciples of all nations? 
b. How are we endeavoring to do that? 
XII. Education

a. How do you perceive our involvement in the educational system? 
XIII. Stewardship

a. Explain your understanding of Christian stewardship. 
b. What is your personal commitment to stewardship? 
c. How should Christians contribute? 
XIV. Cooperation

a. How do we participate as Southern Baptist cooperatively? 
b. Is this voluntary or mandatory? 
c. Do other organizations have any authority related to the local church? 
d. What is the flow of influence? 
XV. The Christian and Social Order

a. What should the Christian’s efforts be toward every from of greed, selfishness, and vice? 
b. What should our attitudes be toward society? 
XVI. Peace and War

a. Explain your understanding of the doctrine of Peace and War. 
b. Do you agree? 
XVII. Religious Liberty

a. Define religious liberty. 
b. What is our relationship to be with civil government? 
c. Should a church resort to civil power to carry on its work? 
d. Does separation of church and state imply separation of God and State? 
XVIII. The Family

a. Give the Biblical definition of marriage. 
b. What does marriage reveal? 
c. Are the husband and wife of equal worth before God? 
d. How is the husband to love his wife? 
e. To what is the wife to submit herself to in her husband? 
f. When is a child recognized? 
g. What is a primary role of the parents to the children? 
In Conclusion:

· Do you have any reservations as to your commitment to these statements of our faith?  
· Do you hereby commit yourself to both uphold and teach what we believe to be sound doctrine, and of the Christian tradition, as loyal to Christ and His truth? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes;   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
Further explanation of your response if necessary: 
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